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SENEGAL RIVER DEVELOPMENT 
ANNCR: 

THE PRESENT DROUGHT AMONG THE SAHEL COUNTRIES OF WEST 
AFRICA IS AGAIN FOCUSSING ATTENTION ON THE NEED TO MANAGE THE 
WATERS OF THE SENEGAL RIVER -= THE SECOND LARGEST WATERWAY IN 
THE REGION AFTER THE NIGER. WEST AFRICA CORRESPONDENT JOHN 
ROBERTS PREPARED THIS SPECIAL REPORT ON THE PROGRESS OF THE 
SENEGAL RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION. 

VOICE: 

THE YEARLY "HARMATTAN' WIND FROM THE SAHARA DESERT HAS 
BEGUN TO BLOW ITS HOT DUSTY BREATH ACROSS THE SENEGAL RIVER 
BASIN, AND WITH RAINFALL NOW ABOUT HALF OF NORMAL, THE 
SLUGGISH SENEGAL RIVER IS MOVING EVEN MORE SLOWLY THAN USUAL 
ON ITS EIGHTEEN HUNDRED KILOMETER JOURNEY FROM THE HIGHLANDS 
OF GUINEA TO THE SEA AT SENEGAL'S PORT CITY OF SAINT LOUIS. 

ALONG THE WAY, IT PASSES THROUGH MALI, AND ALONG SENEGAL'S 
BORDER WITH MAURITANIA. IN ALL, MORE THAN ONE AND A HALF 
MILLION PEOPLE LIVING ALONG THE RIVER DEPEND ON ITS WATER 
FOR RAISING LIVESTOCK, GROWING CROPS AND CATCHING FISH -= ALL 
VITALLY NEEDED STAPLES FOR THE REST OF THE REGION, 

BUT THE RIVER IS PERIODICALLY BUFFETED, FIRST BY 
DROUGHT AND THEN BY FLOODS ~~ AND THE UNCERTAIN MOODS OF 
THE RIVER, BESIDES CAUSING LOCAL UPHEAVAL, HAVE DRIVEN AWAY 
MOST OF THE ACTIVE MALE POPULATION TO URBAN CENTERS TO FIND 
TO FIND A MORE RELIABLE SOURCE OF INCOME. 

CONTROLLING THE WATERS OF THE RIVER HAS BEEN THE DREAM 
OF SENEGAL, MAURITANIA, MALI AND GUINEA FOR A LONG TIME, 


TEN YEARS AGO, ALL FOUR COUNTRIES MADE AN ATTEMPT 70 ORGANIZE 
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SUCH A PROGRAM, BUT GUINEA LATER DROPPED OUT OVER POLITICAL 
DIFFERENCES WITH SENEGAL. THE REMAINING THREE COUNTRIES THEN 
FORMED THE SENEGAL RIVERS BASIN DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION, 
CALLED THE O-M-V-D WHICH HAS COME UP WITH AN AMBITIOUS PLAN 
TO RATIONALLY MANAGE THEIR SHARED NATURAL RESOURCE. 

FIRST, IT CALLS FOR A LOW DAM ABOUT TWENTY KILOMETERS 
INLAND FROM THE MOUTH OF THE SENEGAL RIVER AT DIAMA, THIS WOULD 
KEEP SALT WATER OUT OF THE DELTA REGION AND PROVIDE FRESH 
WATER FOR IRRIGATION AS WELL AS A BRIDGE LINKING SENEGAL 
AND MAURITANIA, 

IT 1S ALSO HOPED THAT WATER FROM THIS DAM CAN BE BACKED 
UP THROUGH EXISTING DRY VALLEYS IN MAURITANIA TO A POINT WHERE 
IT COULD BE PUMPED TO THE CAPITAL OF NOUAKCHOTT, 

A SECOND, MUCH LARGER DAM, IS TO BE BUILT IN MALI AT THE 
TOWN OF MANANTALY, THIS WOULD PROVIDE HYDROELECTRIC POWER 
AND REGULATE THE DOWNSTREAM FLOW OF THE RIVER. 

HAVING A PREDICTABLE FLOW OF WATER WOULD ALSO PERMIT 
YEAR-ROUND NAVIGATION OF THE RIVER UP TO THE MALIAN CITY OF 
KAYES, AND FOR THE FIRST TIME, GIVE LANDLOCKED MALE RELIABLE 
ACCESS TO THE SEA. 

THE O-M-V-D ESTIMATES THAT FIVE HUNDRED MILLION DOLLARS 
WILL BE NEEDED TO FINANCE THE PROJECT, 8UT WESTERN EXPERTS 
BELIEVE THE COST WILL BE CONSIDERABLY HIGHER. MOST OF THE 
MONEY CONTRIBUTED SO FAR HAS COME FROM WESTERN DONORS, 
PRINCIPALLY FRANCE, AND INTERNATIONAL FUNDING ORGANI ZATINONS, 
SUCH AS THE WORLD BANK, 

THE HEADS OF STATE OF THE THREE COUNTRIES RECENTLY 
MADE A FUND-RAISING TRIP TO THE OIL=-RICH PERSIAN GULF, 
AFTERWARD, SENEGAL'S PRESIDENT, LEOPOLD SENGHOR, ANNOUNCED THAT 


ABOUT EIGHTY PERCENT OF THE TOTAL AMOUNG HAS BEEN PLEDGED. 
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WITHIN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS, THE THREE LEADERS ARE TO MAKE 

A SIMILAR TRIP TO EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA WHERE IT IS HOPED THE 
REMAINING TWENTY PERCENT WILL BE FORTHCOMING. 

COPT) BUT GUINEA'S PARTICIPATION IN THE PLAN IS STILL 
IN QUESTION. FIFTY PERCENT OF THE TOTAL WATER FLOW OF THE 
SENEGAL RIVER COMES FROM TRIBUTARIES RISING IN GUINEA -- AND 
SOME OBSERVERS WONDER WHETHER THE PROJECT IS FEASIBLE WITHOUT 
THE COOPERATION AND INVOLVEMENT OF GUINEA, GUINEA RECENTLY 
RESTORED RELATIONS WITH SENEGAL AND THE IVORY COAST, AND 
THERE IS SPECULATION THAT THE WARMER DIPLOMATIC CLIMATE AMONG 
THE NEIGHBORS MIGHT BRING GUINEA BACK INTO THE FOLD. BUT 
PRESIDENT SENGHOR SAID RECENTLY THAT BOTH THE O-M-V-D AND GUINEA 
HAVE THEIR OWN SEPARATE PLANS TO CONTROL THEIR RIVERS AND 
THEREFORE HAVE NO NEED OF EACH OTHER. CEND OPT) 

THE SENEGAL RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT PLAN IS A REMARKABLE 
EXAMPLE OF REGIONAL COOPERATION, MADE MORE SO BY THE FACT 
THAT EACH MEMBER HAS GIVEN UP A LARGE MEASURE OF SOVEREIGNTY 
TO THE ORGANIZATION, WHICH HAS ALMOST TOTAL CONTROL AND 
AUTHORITY TO MAKE DECISIONS. THIS ASPECT OF THE ARRANGEMENT 
IS VIRTUALLY UNKNOWN IN THE REST OF AFRICA. 

IF ALL GOES WELL, CONSTRUCTION ON THE FIRST DAM SHOULD 
BEGIN NEXT YEAR, AND THE ENTIRE PROJECT COULD BE COMPLETED 
ABOUT 1985. PERHAPS BY THEN THE HARMATTAN WIND WILL BE BLOWING 
ACROSS A REGION FAVORED BY A STEADY, ASSURED SUPPLY OF WATER, 
AND THE PEOPLE OF SENEGAL, MAURITANIA, AND MALI WILL HAVE LESS 
TO FEAR FROM THE CAPRICIOUS RAINFALL IN THE WESTER SAHEL. 

AND MAYBE THE MEN WILL THEN RETURN TO THE SENEGAL RIVER BASIN. 
WJL/PY 


